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Stewardship…
“reflects a conviction 
of individual’s
responsibility for the 
health on the land.”

Aldo Leopold

A Richer Environment for 
Today and Tomorrow

The first step in becoming a steward is to 
have a management plan prepared by a 
resource professional.

A forest Stewardship Management plan 
includes:

 • A description of your goals   
  and objectives

 • An overview of current natural  
  resource conditions on your  
  property

 • Individual maps showing  
  property location, forest stands  
  and soil types

 • Stand descriptions and   
  recommended management to  
  meet your goals and objectives,  
  while at the same time enhancing  
  health and sustainability

Become a steward by 
actively managing 
your land for personal 
benefits while 
protecting the quality 
of its natural resources 
for future generations.

Equal Rights for Natural Resource Users

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunities 
for employment and access to Michigan’s natural resources.  Both State and 
Federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religon, disability, age, sex, height, weight or marital status under the 
Civil Rights Acts of 1964 as ammended (MI PA 453 and MI PA 220, Title 
V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as ammended, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act).  If you believe that you have been discriminated against 
in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire additional information, 
please write:  HUMAN RESOURCES, MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES, BOX 30028, LANSING MI 48909-7528, or the 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS, STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PLAZA BUILDING, 1200 6TH STREET, DETROIT MI 48226, or the 
OFFICE FOR DIVERSITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS, US FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE, 4040 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE, ARLINGTON VA 22203

For information or assistance on this publication, contact the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, Box 30031, Lansing, MI 48909-
7531.  This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.

For Further Assistance:
Contact your local

MDNR service forester
 
 Baraga • 906-353-6651

 Escanaba • 906-786-2351

 Newberry • 906-293-5131

 Indian River • 231-238-4282

 Cadillac • 231-775-9727

 Lansing • 517-241-9054

… or contact the Forest 
Stewardship State Coordinator at 

517-373-1275

www.michigan.gov/dnr
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Create Your Legacy…
By Caring for the Future of Your Forest

Create your legacy by having a FOREST STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT PLAN developed.  
It’s easy, and it’s a great way to accomplish three things:

Stewardship planning ensures 
that you will get the maximum 
possible enjoyment from your 
forest, since you decide what 
the goals of your plan will be.

Stewardship planning can 
ensure that your heirs will be 
able to enjoy the forest as you 
do.  A stewardship plan takes 
a long-term look at forest 
health and sustainability.

Stewardship planning is 
more than just words… it’s 
ACTION!  By protecting and 
enhancing your forest, you 
are creating environmental 
benefits like improved air and 
water quality, and wildlife 
habitat that make the entire 
community a better place.
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Imagine the Possibilities…
• Harvest wood for personal use or for sale
• Attract more wildlife
• Plant trees for beauty or profit
• Create trails for hiking
• Protect your trees from fire, insects and diseases
• Increase your property value
• Protect water quality and soil productivity

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Up to 50% of the total cost of

preparing a Forest Stewardship 
Management Plan may be available.
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